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Parental Responsibility
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Topic: Parental responsibility for their children's actions

General Purpose:   To persuade

Specific Purpose: To persuade the audience that parents should be held accountable for the criminal actions of their juvenile children. (Proposition of Policy)
Thesis Statement: Parents should be punished for the criminal actions of their juvenile children, because a child’s behavior is learned at an early age and fostered by the examples their parents set.

I.
Juvenile Responsibility

A. One quiet evening in your home, the phone rings. The police want to speak to you about your son.

B.
Hypothetical case study, relating to the audience followed by statistical evidence and the effects of current state laws.
C.
Parents should be punished for the criminal actions of their juvenile children, because a child’s behavior is learned at an early age and fostered by the examples their parents set.

II.
Reasons for Parental Responsibility

A.
Behavior is learned at early age


1. 
Behavior is caused by (Binger, Parent‑Child, p. 24)


2. 
Behavior is influenced early (Papalia, Psychology, p. 394)


a. 
From confusing parental behavior


b.
From watching television


(1) 
Viewing of 13,400 violent acts by age 15 (NABBS Study)

(2) 
Learning aggressive behavior (NIMH Study)

Transition:
"It is one thing for children to have learned aggressive behavior at a young age, but it is quite another for a parent or relative to contribute to that behavior."


B.
Parents contribute to behavior


1. 
Example of Mrs. Wilson (Carroll County Times, Nov. 13, '89, A4)


2. 
Hypothetical example of parent and alcohol


3. 
Hypothetical example of parent and gun


4. 
Law in Florida regarding guns (Newsweek, Oct. 2, '89, p. 54)


5. 
Law in Maryland concerning liability (Miller interview)


6. 
Law in California regarding parental control

Transition:
"Parents teach their children such behavior and contribute to the behavior; now it is time that parents start to be responsible for their children."


C.
Parents need to be responsible


1. 
Argument of parents (opposition argument)


2. 
Responsibilities of parents (rebuttal argument)


3. 
Laws of states


a. 
Suits against parents permitted in most states (Newsweek article)


(1) 
Low claims $250


(2) 
High claims $15,000


b. 
Supporters of parental laws want tougher statutes


4. 
Study of men on death row (Science News, Oct. 17, '87, p. 287)

III.
Assigning Responsibility


A.
Prosecuting parents is a new approach in solving problems with our youth, and it 



may be the most direct way as well.


B.
Summarize Main Supporting Ideas (Reasons)

C.
If police should come to your door because your child is alleged to have committed a crime, they might just be coming for you.

PAGE  
1

*This outline used by permission of Andrea Hoguet.


